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Madam First Lady,

My name is Piotr Dmochowski, and I am the owner of an extensive collection of works by 
Zdzisław Beksiński, part of which I have placed on long-term deposit with the Archdiocesan 
Museum in Warsaw.

The Museum informed me that the Presidential Palace had approached it with a request for 
my telephone number in order to inquire about the possibility of borrowing several paintings 
by this Artist.

Having agreed that my mobile number might be disclosed, I was subsequently contacted by 
Ms. Emilia Błaszak, Director of the Department of Culture and National Heritage, who 
confirmed the Palace's wish to borrow several of Beksiński's paintings.

I explained that I am an elderly man in poor health and that such an undertaking was beyond 
my capabilities. I suggested instead that the Palace contact the Historical Museum in Sanok, 
which regularly lends works for exhibitions and other artistic events.

The deeper reason for my refusal, however, was that although I had been informed that the 
loan would last five years, I had received no information as to which specific paintings were 
being requested, in which rooms they were to be displayed, or—most importantly—who 
would have the opportunity to view them on a daily basis.

The following day, however, I learned through indirect channels that this initiative had 
originated with the First Lady herself. I was told that you are an admirer of the Master's art 
and therefore, to me, his long-time promoter, a kindred spirit.

I immediately telephoned Ms. Błaszak and explained that if this information was indeed 
correct, my position changed radically. I added that "for every admirer of the Master, I am 



prepared to make far-reaching concessions." Naturally, I hoped that I would have the 
opportunity to meet with the First Lady personally so that together we could consider the 
place, the duration, and above all the conditions under which the paintings might be made 
accessible to the widest possible audience.

Ms. Błaszak therefore invited me to come to the Presidential Palace.

I proposed to bring with me my two-volume album containing reproductions of precisely 
those paintings currently exhibited at the Archdiocesan Museum in Warsaw and which I had 
been asked to lend. I believed that it would give the First Lady pleasure while also providing a 
useful basis for discussing, with the documentation before us, the prospects and conditions of 
the proposed loan.

When I arrived at Ms. Błaszak's office at the appointed hour, I found her alone. At the very 
beginning of our meeting I therefore asked whether I would also have the honour of meeting 
and speaking with the First Lady. I was informed that this would not be possible.

I immediately understood that a misunderstanding had occurred and that we had returned to 
exactly the situation which, the previous day, had ended with my refusal over the telephone.

I left the two albums that I had brought for the First Lady and, disappointed, departed from 
the Presidential Palace.

I would nevertheless like to assure the First Lady that if, one day, she were able to spare me a 
little of her time for a direct conversation about our shared passion for the art of Zdzisław 
Beksiński and the projects connected with it, then, despite my nearly eighty-four years of age, 
I would board the first available plane and fly to Warsaw that very day for the meeting she 
might grant me.

Allow me also to draw the First Lady's attention to two websites where she will find 
comprehensive information about the Master's artistic achievements:

beksinskiarchiwum.net
dmochowskigallery.net

Permit me to conclude by respectfully bowing to the First Lady and ending this letter with the 
words that I use to close all my correspondence with admirers of Beksiński's art:

GLORY TO THE GREAT VISIONARY!

With the highest respect and every hope,

Piotr Dmochowski


